saiah 3-5: The Judgment of Godlessness

For Jerusalem has stumbled, and Judah has fallen, because
their speech and their actions are against the Lord, to rebel

against His glorious presence. Isaiah 3:8

e THE DIVINE ALLEGORY

Israel, particularly Judah and its capital, Jerusalem, were

subject to special treatment in the book of Isaiah. Yet Isaiah

also dealt broadly with the rest of the world, primarily in

judgment for its failure. But the failures that were most notable

were ascribed to Judah, as it was the chosen representative for

the special attention of God.

Judah serves here as an example to the world of:

e God’s blessing when the people are true to Him: for the
vineyard of the Lord of Hosts is the house of Israel, and the
men of Judah His delightful plant . . .1s.5:7a

The results of foolishness and evil when they reject Him: Thus He
looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; for righteousness, but
behold, a cry of distress. Is. 5:7b

e ASECULAR HISTORY LESSON

Why secular history?
Progress, far from consisting in change, depends on
retentiveness. When change is absolute there remains no
being to improve and no direction is set for possible
improvement: and when experience is not retained, as
among savages, infancy is perpetual. Those who cannot
remember the past are condemned to repeat it.
George Santayana: the Life of Reason; 1905.

October 1917 through 1991: Beginning to end of the Soviet
Union.

e Bolshevik Revolution:

The last Tsar. Nicholas:
Lenin, Trotsky, Stalin, Beria:
1925, foundation of the League of godless:

John Reed, Ten Days that Shook the World: 1919
George Orwell: Animal Farm, “1984.”

Aleksandr Solzhenitzin and Janucz Bardoch.

THE LESSONS LEARNED (but forgotten).

e It seems inherent in the nature of humanity to rebel
against God and His authority.
e Is.3:9.

e When man becomes his own ultimate authority;
e He appoints selfish idiots as rulers. Is. 3:4

e He lives in ruins and considers it good. Is. 3:6

e He lives in constant confusion. Is. 3:12

e He practices oppression and injustice. Is. 3:15

THE MYTH OF EQUALITY

What is the difference between the secular concept of
equality and the Biblical command for “Justice?”

Socialist revolutions emphasize equality while the
democratic revolution in the colonies (now the United
States) emphasized religious freedom, liberty, and justice.

When God is removed from the formula for equality the
result is more of the same, Orwell’s Pigs in the farmhouse.

Is. 3:14-15.

THE DIVINE QUESTION: Why, when | expected it to produce
good grapes did it produce worthless ones? Is. 5:4
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